LUDWIG   I   OF   BAVARIA

Kapoleon been seen in so cheerful a mood. In his purple imperial
robes he danced the Frangaise at the balls. In his exuberant way
the Emperor pinched the ear of the young Crown Prince or
slapped him on his thigh. Once he questioned him about
Montgelas. Napoleon knew that this Minister and the Crown
Prince were in opposite camps. Ludwig wished to be discreet but
his feelings ran away with him; he answered frankly: 'The
Ministry of Freiherr von Montgelas is no good; the finances are
in a bad way and the man is hated throughout the country. I
personally have nothing against him, he has done me no harm,
but he is overburdened with work/ The Emperor made a grimace
and Ludwig added hastily: 'During the last war he behaved well.
I have spoken frankly because I trust Your Majesty.'

'You have every reason to do so.1

'Yes, but I beg Your Majesty not to let anyone know what I
have just said/

Napoleon then pinched Ludwig's cheek, not over gently, and
said: 'Get along with you, young man; I understand men/

Sometimes Napoleon was amazingly outspoken. He liked to
speak about Austerlitz: 'I am ready to believe that I am cleverer
than my opponents, but I must admit that I am helped very much
by their stupidity/ He also referred to his Marshals in the
following terms: 'I know very well that they are all Jacobins.
But they do not venture to do anything whilst under my
orders. . . / The Emperor always appeared in great state in
Munich with much wearisome etiquette, not because of his
personal liking for such things but with the deliberate intention
of creating an impression. 'Do you think that all this etiquette
amuses me?' he asked Ludwig. 'No, devil take it all. I like to
amuse myself just like any other man. . . / One of the more
pleasing characteristics of this great soldier was his love for little
children. He would play for hours on end with Murat's little
four-year-old daughter. Laying aside sword and belt, he
would dance around the room with the little girl. At such times
the mighty conqueror and tyrannical autocrat disappeared and
gave place to another being.

With mixed feelings, the Crown Prince attended the wedding
of his sister with Beauharnais. It was impossible to stop it.
Napoleon remarked frankly to Maximilian Joseph on that
occasion: 'If you had not been on my side in this war, Prince
Murat would now be King of Bavaria instead of you. And if